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Channel 3 Kids Camp is back this

NEW BRITAIN

By CATHERINE SHEN
@CSHENNBH

Preparing for a fun and
safe 2021 summer season,
the Channel 3 Kids Camp will
be opening its doors to eager
campers.

“We don’t expect to be oper-
ating at full capacity, but we
will still have a full array of the
activities that we usually have,”
said David Meizels, camp chief
executive director.

The Andover camp, a non-
profit camp aimed at serving
children from diverse walks of
life, closed all of its operations
for 2020 due to the pandemic.
But with the summer season
coming up, camp officials are
optimistic they will be able to
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overnight & day camp experience for CT kids!

Let your child choose their own adventure this summer!
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reopen for day and night camp-
ing programs.

This summer season is sched-
uled to run from June 20-Aug.
20.

Meizels, who has served
as camp director for several
years, recently became the
camp’s chief executive officer
in November, following the
retirement of the previous CEO,
Denise Hornbecker. Ever since
his return, he said his goal was
to safely open the camp and
provide Kids the social and emo-
tional support that they need.

“Our camp is mostly outdoors
and has a lot of acreage, so it
lends itself well to spread out
with social distancing,” said
Meizels, who also stated they
have also been working with
camp directors across the state
on how to reopen safely, what
mitigation strategies are being
used and keeping protocols in
place. “As long as we are smart
with how we group our children
when we do activities and in
the cabins, | think we're in good
shape,” he said.

Currently, the camp is recruit-
ing campers and staffers for
the summer season as well as
volunteers to help prepare for
the camp’s opening day.

“There’s lots of opportuni-
ties for individuals and outside
organizations to come help
with preparing the cabins and
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Kids can jump in the pool, get swimming lessons, and rock climb at the

Channel 3 Kids Camp in Andover.

our trails. There’s a lot of trail
work that needs to be done this
year,” Camp Program Coordina-
tor Melissa Shea said.

Additionally, the camp is
offering reduced rates for all
families this year.

“We look to run the sum-
mer program at reduced rates,
reduced enroliment fees, subsi-
dized wherever we can so that
it's available for families across

the state for children who have
various needs, whether they’re
special needs or just a little bit
of financial support to be able

to come to camp,” Meizels said.

Overnight camp accepts a
child between the ages of 8
and 13 and overnight camp for
teens with special needs is pro-
vided for ages 8-18. Day camp
is also provided for kids aged
3-13.
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summer

The camp registration pro-
cess can be completed entirely
online through tablets, smart
phones and computers at:
channel3kidscamp.org

Anticipating a heavy loss in
both academic and social and
emotional learning due to the
pandemic, Meizels said he
hopes by having the campers
come and hold their own com-
munities with other kids, that
will help them regain social
abilities and interaction skills.

“The isolation has been really
tough,” he said. “The kids lost
a lot of social activity and con-
nectivity. So by getting away
from home and being under
good supervision, it will help
them find out what they like,
how they interact, and who they
really are.”
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Term Care * Pulmonary Rehabilitation + Admission
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We make great
people shine.
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Together we can
make a difference.
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drain doctor.

é

Wastewater Management Solutions
TRENCHLESS SEWER REPAIR &
REPLACEMENT

CIPP SEWER LINING
for repairs

PIPE BURSTING
for direct sewer replacement

860 828 8081

draindoctorct.com

ACCELERATED

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

A

Construction e Remodeling
Landscaping e Material Sales
(fopsoil, gravel, etc)

www.APMbuilds.com

860-223-3260

LWAY

sK FOR

VERY’

{RADE MAR(

BEVERAGES

520 CORBIN AVE., NEW BRITAIN
860-224-0830

CURB SERVICE AVAILABLE
WWW.AVERYSODA.COM

86963




