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This page appears monthly in partnership between 
the New Britain Herald and the 
New Britain Chamber of Commerce. 
For advertising information, call (860) 225-4601.
For more information on the Chamber of Commerce, 
please contact the Chamber office at 
185 Main Street, Suite 423 or call (860) 229-1665.

PROMOTIONAL FEATURE

New Britain
Downtown District

66 West Main Street, New Britain
860-229-0878

www.newbritaindd.com

The New Britain Downtown District, 
developing New Britain’s downtown 
fi nancially, aesthetically, socially and 
culturally. More than 100 properties and 
200 businesses focus on creating an optimal 
environment for businesses, residents, and 
visitors so all can enjoy working, shopping, 
eating and being  entertained.

Come visit the Downtown District 
and the Visitor’s Center today, 
where we have Anything for 
Anybody!
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High Quality Portraits at reasonable prices.
Senior - Family - Corporate Portraits

Weddings & Events • Babies • Pets

860.410.4303

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1997!

The leader in today’s portrait technology

260 East St. (Route 10) Plainville

www.ctpremierphotos.com
www.premierportraits.net 86
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Seniors Business Pets

Become A Philanthropist
 In Your Community
Donor Advised Funds Can Be

Established With Only $5,000 and
Scholarships Begin at $25,000

860.229.6018 | www.cfgnb.org

in Berlin, New Britain, Plainville & Southington

MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
Be a foster parent.

LEARN MORE
860.793.7277

WheelerClinic.org/Foster

A unique shop providing job 
opportunities for people with 

disabilities supported by CCARC 

117 West Main Street 
New Britain, CT  06051

Tues. – Fri. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

A unique shop providing job 

OVER 40 YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE!

www.APMbuilds.com
860-223-3260

Construction • Remodeling
Landscaping • Material Sales 

(topsoil, gravel, etc)

YOUR AD HERE
ONLY $50

Must be a Chamber Member. 
One year agreement

 includes a detailed article 
about your business, 

as well as photo.

To advertise here call Nancy at

860-658-4900

CCARC opens boutique downtown
STAFF 

CCARC was founded in 1952 
by a group of parents who sup-
ported each other as they raised 
children with Down Syndrome 
and other developmental dis-
abilities. 

Today, CCARC is a private, 
nonprofit organization that 
offers an array of services, sup-
porting over 200 adults with 
intellectual disabilities and their 
families. It has only grown since 
it was founded, and now it has a 
new CEO and a plan to expand 
its services in the future. 

Senior Vice President Julie 
Erickson has worked for CCARC 
for over 40 years. 

“To be part of the growth 
we’ve had since I’ve been here 
has been tremendous,” Erick-
son said. 

Located at 950 Slater Road, 
CCARC provides residential ser-
vices, adult day services, clinical 
services, employment services 
and a self-advocacy program 
called Yes I Can. Normally, the 
organization also provides rec-
reational programs, but those 
programs are on hiatus due to 
the pandemic.

CCARC provides personalized 
services to meet the needs of 

everyone they support. They 
recognize that the individuals 
they support often face many 
different types of challenges, 
so their staff is trained in many 
different areas, including abuse 
and neglect, positive behavioral 
management, sensitivity and 
more. 

CCARC also provides employ-
ment opportunities for the indi-
viduals they support. Recently, 
they opened the shop “Some-
thing Beautiful” in downtown 
New Britain. The shop employs 
many people with intellectual 
disabilities, and proceeds from 
the sales will benefit CCARC’s 
Group Supported Employment 
program.

CCARC brought in a new CEO, 
Linda Iovanna, in August after 
their longtime CEO Anne Ruwet 
retired. Iovanna said she is cur-
rently helping the organization 
carry out its strategic plan for 
the future. They are looking to 
expand their services to better 
meet the needs of anyone who 
needs their help, such as pro-
viding specialized services for 
medically compromised people.

Iovanna said she joined 
CCARC because of its “stellar 
reputation” and because she 
was excited to figure out new 
ways to support people with 
intellectual disabilities. 

“The opportunity to look at 
challenges and find different 

ways to help is exciting to me,” 
Iovanna said. 

Erikson said she has stayed 
with the organization for over 
40 years because it is “like a 
family” and her work is impor-

tant to her. 
“It’s truly been a labor of love. 

Yes it’s my job, but it’s also near 
and dear to my heart,” Erikson 
said. 

For more information, visit 

ccarc.com or call (860) 229-
6665.

Ciara Hooks | Staff
The City of New Britain held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for Something Beautiful, a unique boutique and gift shop.
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